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the people." In the middle of the 'seventies hundreds of Narodniks
were sentenced to penal servitude and exile.

Narodism in the Ukraine and Georgia. Narodnik ideas and
organizations spread to the Ukraine and to Georgia. The 'seventies
witnessed an intensification of the peasants' struggle for land in the
Ukraine. The landlords at the time were marking their bounds off from
the peasant lands, in the process of which they deprived the peasants
of the best lands and gave them waste plots instead. The Ukrainian
peasants, like the Russians, demanded a general redistribution of the
land and its allotment to them.

The Ukrainian raznochintsi set up revolutionary Narodnik circles
in the towns. The Bakunin followers formed the so-called "Kiev Com-
mune" which calculated on an immediate revolution in the village.
The failure of the "going to the people "and the "settlement" movements
induced the Kiev rebels to resort to terrorism.

The Ukrainian rebels even decided to resort to deception and
exploit the peasants' faith in the tsar. They circulated in the name
of the tsar a "Golden Charter" printed in an illegal Narodnik printshop
in the Chigirin uyezd of the Kiev gubernia. This charter urged the
peasants to organize secret organizations and promised them, in the
name of the tsar, all the lands belonging to the landlords. The police
and the gendarmes broke up this organization. The Narodniks acted
as demagogues in the case of Chigirin, speculating on the political
backwardness of the masses. The peasants soon realized the decep-
tion that had been practised on them and turned away from the Na-
rodniks.

Narodnik ideas in the 'seventies were likewise current among
the Georgian democratic youth. Georgia did not have a village com-
munity, but the Georgian Narodniks, following in the tread of their
Russian associates, demanded the organization of artels and the institu-
tion of communal land ownership in the belief that the village commu-
nity represented the only path to Socialism.

In 1876 the Georgian Narodnik organization was suppressed by
the gendarmes. Some of the Georgian Narodniks took part in the all-
Russian Narodnik movement but others were opposed to a common
struggle in cooperation with the Russian people and advocated the
organization of an independent Transcaucasian Federation beyond
the confines of Russia. A tendency began to take form among the
Georgian, Narodniks in 1880 repudiating revolutionary methods of
struggle and advocating the use of legal methods only.

Narodnaya Volya (The People's Will). The failure of the "go-
ing to the people" movement gave rise to heated controversy in the
Narodnik organization Zemlya, i Volya in 1878. What was to be done
further? Some of the Narodniks advocated that the struggle for land
shoold be abandoned and terrorism be adopted as the sole method